Few patients are more anxious for operation, in other words, for relief at any price, than those who suffer from chronic non-suppurative ear disease, with its distressing accompaniments of deafness and tinnitus;
and it often becomes a matter of no small difficulty to decide whether to advise patience or operative inter-
To understand what amount of improvement may be expected from operation on the middle ear, it is necessary to bear in mind that the whole auditory apparatus of tympanic membrane and ossicles, down to the oval window into the inner ear, although a great assistance to audition is not essential to it; so that even if operation should go to the extent of removing the whole of these accessories, moderate hearing may be preserved ; although, of course, the protection afforded by the membrane will be lost, and various faculties of accommodation will be abolished. 
